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to Havana where they remain. Most of these survivors are natives
of Dieppe in France.
The captain was a Lutheran and had on board many Lutheran
books, which I have in my possession.
On board this ship I found a quantity of hides and some ivory and
I took the vessel with my squadron, placing an old soldier who was
with me in command of the prize.
When we arrived at Dominica a little wind which blew drove this
vessel off the course we were following and because she had no ex-
perienced pilot on board, only a seaman who did not know as much
as I might have desired, she sailed in among the islands and there
met four English ships which were steering for (p. 2) Gape San
Antonio.
They fought with her for a day and when next morning she saw
that they were disposed to continue the fight, those on board decided
to run her aground and save themselves and fire the ship that the
enemy might not profit from her or her artillery. And in the ship's
boat they made their way to Puerto Rico.
There I left Captain Salazar with the men and the stores, as
Your Majesty ordered me to do.
When these people arrived I had departed for Cartagena and as
I came to anchor in that harbour I learned that General Pedro
Men6ndez had gone on to Nombre de Dios.
His order was delivered to me to wait for him there and when he
arrived I showed him Your Majesty's order to me and came on, as
he bade me, to Havana where I am at present making ready for sea
the new frigate which Your Majesty orders me to take across in my
command.
The port of San Juan de Puerto Rico was thoroughly prepared
and in good shape for any military event that could occur.
The battle with the corsair lasted three hours and because my
flagship outsailed the others she alone laid him aboard. Five soldiers
were killed and 30 wounded and I received a shot which carried
away the thumb of my left hand at the joint and two other wounds
from which, thank God, I recovered and so remain desirous, as is
proper, to employ myself like a loyal subject in Your Majesty's
service until I die.
Our Lord preserve Your Majesty's Catholic person as He is able
to do.
Havana, October 9,1591.
Juan de Solas (Rubric)*